
FACT SHEET FOR VIKANE® GAS
FUMIGANT (SULFURYL FLUORIDE)

VIKANE® GAS FUMIGANT

In the interest of Douglas Products’ commitment to 

product stewardship, this fact sheet is intended to 

provide basic information about the product and how 

it is used. If you have specific questions about your 

fumigation, refer to documents provided by the fumigator 

or call the fumigator listed on the warning signs posted 

on your structure. If you have questions about Vikane 

gas fumigant (the fumigant used) or the procedures 

described, call the Douglas Products Customer 

Information Center at 844-8VIKANE (844-884-5263)

WHY BUILDINGS ARE FUMIGATED

Insects that feed or tunnel into wood can seriously 

damage houses, apartments, and other dwellings or 

structures. Each year termites or other wood destroying 

insects damage more than 5 million homes. Other 

pests, such as bed bugs, may be dispersed throughout 

rooms and can be difficult to locate and control quickly 

and completely. Depending on the extent or location 

of the infestation, fumigation is the only total control 

method proven to eliminate certain infestations of wood 

destroying insects, bed bugs, and other structure-

infesting pests.

HOW BUILDINGS ARE FUMIGATED

Because Vikane is a gas, prior to fumigation, the 

structure is completely sealed. This serves to contain 

Vikane in the building so it can penetrate wood and 

building contents to thoroughly eliminate the pests. 

Depending on the construction of the building, the doors 

and windows may be sealed with tape and a plastic 

sheet, or the structure may be covered with a tarp. The 

building will remain sealed for 2-72 hours depending 

on the specifics of the job. Warning signs are posted 

around the building notifying people to keep out.

After the fumigation period is completed, a professional 

fumigator will aerate the structure using fans for a 

prescribed aeration period. Once the dwelling has been 

thoroughly aerated, the fumigator is required to measure 

the level of any fumigant remaining in the living space 

to ensure it is below the EPA approved concentration 

for reentry by the occupants. Extremely low levels of 

fumigant can remain for a short period of time in dead 

air spaces between walls and inside cabinets as well as 

porous materials such as furniture. The small amount 

of fumigant in these areas will continue to dissipate for 

a few hours after the fumigation but at levels well below 

the established safe reentry concentration. Your building 

will not be cleared for reoccupancy until it is safe to 

enter. The fumigator will post a notice on your building 

indicating the day and time for reentry. Structures 

can be occupied only when the concentration is 1 

part per million or less (this represents a margin of 

safety – laboratory animals have been exposed to 100 

parts per million for 2 weeks with no adverse effects). 

Because Vikane is a true gas and not a vapor, aeration 

is rapid. Recent studies demonstrated that in most 

structures levels are less than 1 part per million after 

the prescribed aeration period and have no detectable 

levels of Vikane within 24 hours after the start of 

aeration.

Sulfuryl fluoride is a colorless, odorless gas, so a 

warning agent is added to the building that causes 

watery eyes and a scratchy throat. If you experience 

these symptoms in a structure that has been recently 

fumigated, you should leave immediately and call the 

pest control company to have your building retested.

SULFURYL FLUORIDE (POTENTIAL HEALTH RISKS 

FROM OVEREXPOSURE)

Sulfuryl fluoride is a gas that can potentially enter your 

body only through inhalation. Because it is a gas, it 

does not stay on dry surfaces; therefore, there is no 

exposure from touching treated surfaces.
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NERVOUS SYSTEM AND RESPIRATORY IRRITATION

Overexposure to high levels of sulfuryl fluoride can 

result in nose and throat irritation and nausea. At 

high concentrations (such as those used during the 

fumigation) it can cause excess fluid in the lungs, 

sleepiness, pneumonia, and convulsions. These 

symptoms would be expected to appear within 8 

hours after such an exposure. In the unlikely event you 

experience these symptoms in the building that has 

been recently fumigated, you should leave immediately. 

Consult your physician and call the pest control 

company to have  your building retested.

ADDITIONAL STUDIES

Sulfuryl fluoride has not been shown to cause 

birth defects in pregnant animals exposed under 

experimental conditions. In addition, current studies 

have demonstrated there are not mutagenic or genotoxic 

effects caused by exposure to sulfuryl fluoride.

QUESTIONS

If you have specific questions about your fumigation, 

refer to documents provided by the fumigator or call 

the fumigator listed on the warning signs posted on 

your structure. Call the Douglas Products Customer 

Information Center at 844-8VIKANE (844-884-5263) 

if you need additional information or have questions 

concerning this product.

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS AND 

HOMEOWNER PREPARATION

• Discuss the treatment program 

in advance with your pest control 

company so you fully understand what 

will be done and what you need to do.

• Carefully follow the instructions your 

are given about what items you are to 

remove from your building.

• Stay out of the treated building until 

it is cleared by your pest control 

company for reentry.

• If you are interested or concerned, you 

should ask your pest control company 

to show the records of how your 

building was aerated before it was 

cleared for reentry.

• You may wish to increase ventilation 

by opening doors and windows.

Vikane® gas fumigant



Whole-home Fumigation 
With Vikane

®

 Fumigant.

What California Homeowners Need to Know
Ft{yqqf"vgtokvgu"equv"jqogqypgtu"jwpftgfu"qh"oknnkqpu"qh"fqnnctu"kp"fcocig"gcej"{gct."cpf"vjg{"ecp"dg"fkhÝewnv"qt"gxgp 

korquukdng"vq"Ýpf0"Xkmcpg®"hwokicpv"ku"vjg"qpn{"yjqng/jqog"vtgcvogpv"rtqxgp"vq"gnkokpcvg"322'"qh"ft{yqqf"vgtokvgu"dgecwug 

kv"oqxgu"vjtqwijqwv"cnn"yqqf"kp"vjg"jqwug"vq"tgcej"vjgo0

Vjg"hqnnqykpi"swguvkqpu"cdqwv"hwokicvkqp"ctg"eqooqp0"Vjgtg"ku"uwrrqtv"cxckncdng"vjtqwijqwv"c"yjqng/jqog"hwokicvkqp"vq"jgnr"{qw"
rtgrctg"cpf"mpqy"{qwÓxg"ocfg"vjg"tkijv"ejqkeg0"Vjg"cpuygtu"vq"vjg"hqnnqykpi"swguvkqpu"ecp"rtqxkfg"rgceg"qh"okpf"vjcv"cnn"ft{yqqf"
vgtokvgu"jcxg"dggp"gnkokpcvgf"vjtqwij"vtgcvogpv"ykvj"Xkmcpg."cpf"vjcv"crrtqrtkcvg"uvgru"jcxg"dggp"vcmgp"vq"gpuwtg"vjg"uchgv{"qh"
{qwt"hcokn{."rgvu"cpf"rtqrgtv{0

What is the fumigation process?

1. Your home is carefully prepared and tented.
Vjkpm"qh"vjg"vgpv"cu"c"dcnnqqp="kv"mggru"vjg"hwokicpv"kp"uq"vjg" 
vgtokvgu"fkg0"

2. The tent is filled with fumigant.
Vjg"rtgekug"coqwpv"qh"hwokicpv"ocmgu"kvu"yc{"vjtqwij"{qwt"
jqog."uggmkpi"qwv"gxgt{"vgtokvg."pq"ocvvgt"yjgtg"kvÓu"jkfkpi0"
[qwt"hwokicvqt"yknn"fgvgtokpg"jqy"nqpi"Xkmcpg"pggfu"vq"dg"
kpukfg"vjg"jqog0"

3. Every single termite dies.
Pq"oqtg"kpxcfgtu"jkfkpi"kp"{qwt"ycnnu."gcvkpi"cyc{"cv" 
{qwt"jqog0

4. The tent is vented and your home is termite-free.
Vjg"hwokicpv"eqorngvgn{"gzkvu"{qwt"jqog"cpf"fqgu"pqv"ngcxg""
uwthceg"tgukfwgu"qt"nkxkpi"vgtokvgu"dgjkpf0

What is Vikane?
Xkmcpg"ku"vjg"rtqxgp."vtwuvgf"vtgcvogpv"wugf"kp"yjqng/jqog"
hwokicvkqp."ngcxkpi"{qwt"jqog"322'"htgg"qh"fguvtwevkxg. 
wpycpvgf"vgtokvgu0"Cpf"dgecwug"kv"fqgu"pqv"ngcxg"uwthceg 

tgukfwgu."vjgtgÓu"pqvjkpi"nghv"vq"yqtt{"cdqwv0

What is chloropicrin?
Chloropicrin is a warning agent that deters early or accidental 

gpvt{"vq"vjg"jqog0"[qwt"hwokicvqt"yknn"ocmg"uwtg"kv"ku"tgngcugf"
eqorngvgn{"htqo"vjg"jqog"hqnnqykpi"hwokicvkqp0

What precautions are taken to help ensure  
my family’s safety?
Vq"jgnr"gpuwtg"{qwt"hcokn{Óu"uchgv{."{qwt"nkegpugf" 
fumigator will:

• Tgngcug"c"yctpkpi"cigpv"vq"fgvgt"gpvt{"kpvq"vjg"jqog0
• Secure doors on your home by using deadbolts or 

cffkvkqpcn"nqemkpi"fgxkegu"vq"rtgxgpv"wpcwvjqtk¦gf"gpvt{0
• Qrgp"cnn"ewrdqctfu."ftcygtu."vtwpmu"cpf"xcwnvu"vq"

gpuwtg"vjg"hwokicpv"swkemn{"fkuukrcvgu"htqo"{qwt"jqog0
• Wug"urgekcnk¦gf"gswkrogpv"vq"vguv"vjg"ckt"vq"gpuwtg"vjg"

hwokicpv"jcu"fkuukrcvgf"uq"{qw"oc{"tg/gpvgt"{qwt"jqog0"
Vjg"hwokicpv"ngxgn"owuv"dg"dgnqy"vjg"W0U0"Gpxktqpogpvcn"
Rtqvgevkqp"Cigpe{"*GRC+"tgswktgogpv"Ï"3"rctv"rgt"oknnkqp"
qt"nguu"Ï"kp"cnn"dtgcvjkpi"¦qpgu0"Vjgtghqtg."cu"uqqp"cu"
the fumigator clears the structure, you may return to 

{qwt"jqog0
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Preparing for Whole-home Fumigation in California:

What Do I Need to Do to Prepare for Fumigation With Vikane® Fumigant?
Hwokicvkqp"vcmgu"uqog"rtgrctcvkqp"qp"{qwt"gpf."dwv"vjgtg"ctg"c"hgy"ukorng"uwiiguvkqpu"vjcv"ecp"ocmg"kv"cu"uweeguuhwn"cpf"gcu{"cu" 
rquukdng0"Dg{qpf"vjg"uvgru"qwvnkpgf"dgnqy."ejgem"ykvj"{qwt"hwokicvqt"hqt"cffkvkqpcn"jqog"rtgrctcvkqp"kphqtocvkqp0

If you have any questions about how to prepare your home, please contact your fumigator.

Before Fumigation

 """Ocmg"ceeqooqfcvkqp"cttcpigogpvu"hqt"{qwt"hcokn{"cpf"rgvu0"Hwokicvkqp"kp"Ecnkhqtpkc"yknn"v{rkecnn{"mggr"{qw"qwv"qh"
{qwt"jqog"vjtgg"fc{u"cpf"vyq"pkijvu0"Your pest management professional will give you clear details about how 

long the process will take.

 """Eqpvcev"vjg"icu"eqorcp{"vq"jcxg"vjg"ugtxkeg"ujwv"qhh"qp"vjg"fc{"qh"hwokicvkqp0"Ftkumgnn"Hwokicvkqp"yknn"eqpvcev" 
RI(G1RC"Wvknkvkgu."kp"cfxcpeg."vq"uejgfwng"vjg"icu"nqem1ujwv/qhh"crrqkpvogpv0

 """Tgoqxg"qt"rtgrctg"wpugcngf"hqqf"cpf"ogfkecvkqpu0,

 """Ocmg"cttcpigogpvu"hqt"vtcpuhgt"qh"jqwug"mg{u"ykvj"{qwt"rguv"ocpcigogpv"rtqhguukqpcn0

 """Oqxg"kpfqqt"cpf"rqvvgf"qwvfqqt"rncpvu"cyc{"htqo"{qwt"jqog0

"""Qrgp"ycvgtrtqqh"eqxgtu"qp"cnn"ocvvtguugu"cpf"rknnqyu0,,

,Urgekcn"dciu"ecp"dg"wugf"vq"mggr"wpugcngf"hqqf"cpf"ogfkekpgu"kp"vjg"jqog"fwtkpi"hwokicvkqp0"[qwt"rguv"ocpcigogpv"rtqhguukqpcn"yknn"jcxg"oqtg"kphqtocvkqp"qp"rtgrctkpi"hqqf"cpf"ogfkekpgu0
,,Kh"ycvgtrtqqh"eqxgtu"jcxg"dwknv/kp"ckt"xgpvu."vjg{"fq"pqv"pggf"vq"dg"qrgpgf0

 
Day of Fumigation

 """Ikxg"jqwug"mg{u"vq"{qwt"rguv"ocpcigogpv"rtqhguukqpcn0

 ""Tgoqxg"cnn"rgqrng."rgvu"cpf"rncpvu"htqo"vjg"jqog"cpf"vjqtqwijn{"ycvgt"ncpfuecrkpi"ctqwpf"vjg"uvtwevwtg0

 """Vwtp"qhh"cwvqocvke"vkogtu."jgcvgtu."ckt"eqpfkvkqpkpi"cpf"qvjgt"fgxkegu0

 """Gzvkpiwkuj"cnn"rknqv"nkijvu0"RI(G1RC"Wvknkvkgu"yknn"eqorngvg"vjku"fwtkpi"vjg"icu"nqem1ujwv/qhh"crrqkpvogpv0

 """Eqpvcev"vjg"icu"eqorcp{"vq"ocmg"c"ugtxkeg/tguvqtcvkqp"crrqkpvogpv0"Vjg"ceeqwpv"jqnfgt"owuv"eqorngvg"vjku"kp" 
cfxcpeg"cu"RI(G1RC"Wvknkvkgu"oc{"pqv"uejgfwng"cp{"ucog/fc{"qt"pgzv/fc{"icu"wpnqem1vwtp/qp"crrqkpvogpvu0

 
After Fumigation

 """FqpÓv"tg/gpvgt"{qwt"jqog"wpvkn"c"nkegpugf"hwokicvqt"uc{u"kvÓu"QM"vq"fq"uq0

 """Vwtp"fgxkegu"cpf"vkogtu"dcem"qp0

 """Kv"ku"pqv"pgeguuct{"vq"ycuj"kvgou"uwej"cu"fkujgu."nkpgpu"cpf"enqvjkpi0"Vjg"hwokicpv"yknn"jcxg"fkuukrcvgf"htqo"{qwt"
jqog"d{"vjg"vkog"{qwÓxg"tgvwtpgf."cpf"kv"yknn"pqv"jcxg"nghv"dgjkpf"uwthceg"tgukfwgu0

 """Gplq{"vjg"rgceg"qh"okpf"vjcv"vjg"vgtokvgu"ctg"iqpg0
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What to Bag or Remove
Cum"{qwt"hwokicvqt"vq"jgnr"{qw"fgvgtokpg"yjcv"cffkvkqpcn"kvgou."kh"cp{."pggf"vq"dg"fqwdng/dciigf"qt"tgoqxgf"rtkqt"vq"hwokicvkqp0"C"
iqqf"twng"qh"vjwod"ku."ÐYjgp"kp"fqwdv."vcmg"kv"qwv0Ñ"Jgtg"ctg"uqog"gzcorngu0

Double-bag or remove these items:

You DO NOT need to bag or remove these items:
̋"Cp{"hqqf."hggf."ftwiu."vqdceeq"rtqfwevu"cpf"ogfkekpgu"kh"sealed"kp"incuu."rncuvke"qt"ogvcn"dqvvngu."lctu"qt"ecpu"ykvj"vjg
 original manufacturer’s airtight seal"kpvcev"*gzcorngu<"wpqrgpgf"4/nkvgt"uqfc1rqr."nkswqt."dggt"qt"ykpg"dqvvngu+0
̋"Fgpvcn"j{ikgpg"rtqfwevu"*kpenwfkpi"vqqvjrcuvg."oqwvjycuj."fgpvcn"cfjgukxgu"cpf"yjkvgpkpi"rtqfwevu+0,
̋"Ujcorqq"cpf"uqcru0,
̋"Equogvkeu."kpenwfkpi"nkruvkem0,
̋"Cnn"gzvgtpcnn{"crrnkgf"nqvkqpu"cpf"qkpvogpvu0,
̋"Ycvgt"cpf"keg"ewdgu0,

,Kpenwfgu"qrgpgf"eqpvckpgtu

Ogfkekpg."vqdceeq."xkvcokpu"cpf"
other ingestible pills, supplements 

cpf"nq¦gpigu"kh"pqv"ugcngf"kp"
incuu."rncuvke"qt"ogvcn"lctu"qt"ecpu"
ykvj"vjg"qtkikpcn"ocpwhcevwtgtÓu"
airtight seal intact

Chips, pasta, bread, cereals, 

tkeg."eqqmkgu."etcemgtu"cpf"cp{"
qvjgt"kvgou"rcemcigf"kp"rncuvke."
paper or cardboard bags or 

dqzgu."gxgp"kh"vjg{"jcxg"pgxgt"
been opened

Cp{vjkpi"kp"tgugcncdng"
containers, including plastic 

eqpvckpgtu."uwej"cu"oknm."dwvvgt."
sour cream and cottage cheese

Dgxgtcigu."upcemu."ucwegu."
drugs, medicines or other items 

in metallic foil-lined containers 

such as pouches, boxes or 

dnkuvgt"rcemu

Giiu."htwkvu."xgigvcdngu"cpf"cp{"
other forms of produce

Pet food and animal feed 

in bags and boxes

Cp{"hqqf."hggf."ftwiu"cpf"
medicines if not sealed 

in glass, plastic or metal bottles, 

lctu"qt"ecpu"ykvj"
vjg"qtkikpcn"ocpwhcevwtgtÓu"
airtight seal intact

Use Nylofume® bags when bagging 
items. These are specially designed 
to protect your unsealed food and 
medicines. Your pest management 
professional can provide them.

DRISKELL FUMIGATION, INC.



     To Remove Or Not To Remove…  That Is The Question. 
 
Protecting consumable items like food, feed and medicine is part of the fumigation process with Vikane®/ Master Fume® 
gas fumigant.  However, from time to time questions arise about which items need to be removed from a structure or 
double-bagged in NYLOFUME® bags, and which items can remain in the structure un-bagged during the fumigation.  
Here are some examples to guide you as you prepare your home for fumigation. 
 

Remove or Bag These…  
 

   

Aspirin, vitamins, and all other medications that are ingested through the mouth must be removed or 
bagged. 

   
Bag or remove store bought & rolled cigarettes, cigars, and all other types of tobacco. 

  

Rice, pasta, potato chips, pretzels and other foods packaged in plastic bags need to be bagged or 
removed 

   
Animal feed, like human food needs to be bagged or removed.  This includes wild & domestic birdseed. 

   

Foods package in cardboard boxes or bags, like cereal, crackers, cookies and creamer must be bagged or 
removed (even if the boxes have never been opened).  

 

Spices in glass or plastic containers, without their original manufacturer’s airtight seal intact must be 
bagged or removed. 

  

Eggs, fruits, and vegetables must be bagged or removed. 

   

Butter, cream cheese, yogurt, cottage cheese, and any other items in similar re-sealable containers, 
including Tupperware and other like storage containers, should be bagged or removed because they do 
not form airtight seals. 

 

No Need To Remove or Bag These… 
 

   

Unopened plastic soda and water bottles with manufacturer’s airtight seal intact may remain un-bagged.  
Shake the soda bottles to verify that the airtight seal is still intact. 

Unopened bottles of liquor and wine (stored horizontally) may also remain un-bagged and in the property. 

     
Unopened cans (including home canned goods) and glass jars like soup and soda cans may remain un-
bagged and inside as long as their original manufacturer’s airtight seal is still intact.  

 

Cosmetics including lipsticks may remain un-bagged and in the property.  Products like shampoos and 
soaps and all externally applied lotions and ointments may also remain un-bagged and in the property. 

   

Dental hygiene products (including toothpaste, mouthwash, dental adhesives, dental whitening products, 
etc.) may remain un-bagged and in the property 

 

Ice and opened bottled drinking water may remain un-bagged and in the property. 

 

When In Doubt, Take It Out… 
 

If there is any question as to the seal on an item, the best approach is to take it out of the structure. 
 

If you have any questions about what items should be bagged, please contact  
Driskell Fumigation Inc. at 408-920-6353 or email us: e-mail@driskellfumigation.com. 

 
 

Revised to include NYLOFUME ® information. 

 
Vikane ® and NYLOFUME ® are Registered Trademarks of Douglas Products. Master Fume ® is registered trademark of Drexel Chemical Company. 



EXTERIOR PREPARATION FOR FUMIGATION 
 

Our fume crew will be at the property at the time of the fumigation to complete some of the following steps to 
prepare the outside of the structure for the fumigation (unless specified otherwise). You do not have to be at 
the property for this, it’s just FYI so no one is alarmed when one of our team members is seen on the property.  
We will also put everything back the way it was after the fumigation is completed (by the safe for re-entry date or 
the day after).*     
 

1. Plants, Bushes, Vines, Weeds, Hedges, etc.  All vegetation and ground cover must be 
trimmed, removed and/ or pulled back at least 1 foot away from the structure(s), until bare 
dirt and/or cement is exposed. (Property owner/ occupant/ agent is responsible for the transplanting of 

any and all plant life growing within an atrium, overhang, patio cover, deck area, planter box, and/or any other 
similar structural feature.) 

 

2. Trees. Pull back tree limbs away from roof and eaves to allow at least 1 foot clearance 
from the structure. 

 

3. Decorative Rocks and Bark. All items must be raked back away from the structure(s) at 
least 1 foot out and deep enough to expose bare dirt. 

 

4. Antennas, flood light bulbs, light fixtures, weather vanes and chimney spark 
arrestors. If any of these items may come into contact with the tent, they may need to be 
disconnected and removed from the roof of the structure, unless otherwise specified. Items 
may be reattached upon completion of fumigation. (Satellite dishes such as those provided by 

DirectTV or DishNetwork will be wrapped around so they do not have to be detached. There are some 
antennas that we may also be able to wrap around so they do not have to be detached). 

 

5. Fence Boards. Remove 3-4 fence boards or the entire section of fence if it is less then 1 
foot away from the structure. 

 

6. Soaking the soil.  Heavily water all soil within 1 foot of the structure. 
 

7. Drain pipes. Detach all drain pipes that lead into the ground (also known as “French 
drains”) and tape off at ground level to ensure gas does not escape down the drain during 
fumigation. 

 

 
*Note: Listed above is an overview of what must be completed to allow the fumigation to be performed. 

 Some or all steps may pertain to your property. 
(To be completed by the Driskell Fumigation, unless specified otherwise) 

 

Stored Items & Debris. Any items and/or debris stored against or within 1 foot of the structure to be 
fumigated must be moved at least 3 to 5 feet away from the structure by the property owner/ 
occupant/ agent. 

 

Please call our office at (408) 920-6353, if you have any questions/concerns regarding the process. 


